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Caring for Life: a paradigm shift towards a compassionate world for people, animals and nature

Writing this with the benefit of hindsight since the world was propelled into chaos by COVID-19, it has become 

clear that if we are to sustain life as we know it, exploiting nature has had its day. Until now it has been easy to 

abuse our human privilege while nature pays the price, but we’ve found that we too are vulnerable to our own 

misuse of the world’s natural resources. We ignored the scientific warnings, but we can’t ignore the new reality.

In 2019, Greta Thunberg and her young contemporaries around the globe demonstrated the power of youth by 

raising their voices through the climate strikes. It is the youth who hold the future in their hands, which is why 

educating the leaders of tomorrow is a critical part of ACTAsia’s work. We must sow the seeds of a new way of 

thinking, so that young people can make informed social change through embedding responsible behaviours. 

Despite its problems, 2019 was another good year for us, when Caring for Life Education (CFL) for children, 

consumers and professionals pre-empted so many of the concerns that have exploded into a global health, 

economic and social disaster. We continued to promote critical thinking, environmental responsibility, empathy 

and compassion for people and animals, embedding a culture of care and respect wherever possible.

Our triumphs included two more prestigious awards: Charitable Leadership from Shanghai Media Group’s 

Jiemian News, which I was honoured to receive alongside winning Chinese business magnate, Jack Ma;  

and another honour for our international team at ACTAsia for Best NGO at Pet Fair Asia. 

Foreword by Pei Su, ACTAsia CEO

You’ll read more about our prized new educational partnership with WSAVA, work with the London College 

of Fashion to develop the first sustainable fur-free fashion curriculum for universities, the launch of iCARE at 

the William Osler Centre, University of Oxford, the international export of our CFL programme for children to 

schools in Pakistan, and a new partnership with Suzhou University, training undergraduates as CFL educators. 

We’re humbled by collaborations with such eminent academic institutions, and thankful for their support. 

While our programmes continued to thrive in 2019, the biggest challenge remained how to build and sustain 

our income stream to support our work. I am acutely aware of the fine line of survival that ACTAsia walks. But 

despite the challenges, we continue to punch above our weight for now with a core of dedicated staff.  

 

CFL teaches that the Web of Life connects us all across the planet, and always addresses problems at the root 

cause, endorsing prevention rather than a quick-fix. We are proud to be one of few organisations working in 

China and extending into other Asian countries, bringing East and West together.  

For the first time, we report how our CFL programmes reflect the holistic approach of UNESCO’s Sustainable 

Development Goals, identifying where we are working towards them. These goals will guide global 

development relating to poverty, human development, the environment and social justice until 2030. 

 

Throughout 2019, Caring for Life helped children, consumers and professionals 

use their emotional intelligence to respect all species, and always stayed true to 

our principle of education for a more compassionate world.
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2019 in numbers

We train educators in schools...

We hold events to educate consumers 
about compassionate lifestyle...

Children’s education
Consumer education

...to develop compassion and 
critical thinking skills in children...

...and to start o�ering CFL on a 
digital platform

created in 2019, 
bringing CFL to a 
total of almost 
150 primary 
schools and 
kindergartens 
since 2012

reached in China 
through media reports 
on our Sustainable 
Fur-Free Fashion events 
in 2019

reached 
through CFL in 
campus in 
2019, bringing 
the total since 
2012 to 93,000 

10 Pioneer
Schools

37 million people

14,500 children

reached in rural 
areas in 2019

30,000 
children

bringing the total since 2012 to 93,000 

...and conduct Fur-Free ad campaigns to 
increase awareness

140 million people
reached 
across 43 
cities in 
China, 
through over 
74,000 LED 
screens in 
2019

...while securing partners in fashion

4 new names
recruited as Fur 
Free Retailers in 
2019, bringing 
the total 
number of FFR 
in China to 
nearly 40

bringing the total since 2012 to 93,000 

30
We have promoted 
our work at over

events in China 
and internationally

100+
volunteers helped us fulfil 
our work in 2019

Development

sent to our 
supporters

140,000
newsletters

We train veterinarians to 
become trainers... 

Professional education

...to impart knowledge and skills 
to their peers at workshops...

trained more trainers 
for sustainable and 
independent national 
change

on our social 
media posts

trained in 2019, bringing 
the total since 2009 to 
nearly 1,500

4 newly certified 
Chinese veterinarian 
trainers

6 million views

260 veterinarians

Communications

We train educators in schools...

CFL educators
trained in 2019, 
bringing the total 
since 2012 to 3,100  

900

7 fashion 
colleges
attended our first 
fur-free fashion 
curriculum workshop
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Our vision & mission

Our programmes & United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The United Nations’ 17 SDGs are part of a global agreement to guide international development 

until the year 2030 through a sustainability agenda relating to poverty, human development, the 

environment and social justice. 

ACTAsia’s Caring for Life programme was introduced some three years before the 2015 SDGs.  

CFL for children was recognised at the United National High Level Political Forum 2019 after 

submission by the Animal Issues Thematic Cluster, including Animal People, for meeting three  

targets and indicators for SDG 4 and further involving 10, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. Across our 

programmes we are additionally working towards SDGs 3, 5, 6, 8 and 17.

In this annual report, we identify the goals integral to each strand of our Caring for Life Education 

programme. You will see them pictured at the start of each section to give a context to our work and 

how it fits into an international effort to sustain our planet. 

Honours and awards in 2019

• January: Pei Su, Founder and CEO of ACTAsia, won Jiemian’s 2018 Charitable Leadership Award 

from Jiemian News, Shanghai Media Group. It recognised Pei’s contributions to promoting 

sustainable consumption and production, with a focus on sustainable, fur-free fashion in China. 

Chinese business magnate Jack Ma also received an award in the same category. 

• August: ACTAsia won Pet Fair Asia’s Best NGO Award, recognising ACTAsia’s professional training 

for veterinarians, promoting animal welfare and human health in relation to zoonotic disease. 

Our vision

We believe that caring for people, animals and the environment will lead to a more compassionate 

and sustainable world.

Our mission

By educating children, consumers and professionals, ACTAsia promotes kindness and compassion for 

people, animals and the environment among Asian societies. We help people learn to care for all life 

at a time when global populations are growing, and our planet faces its severest challenges yet.

Through Caring for Life Education, ACTAsia initiates programmes for gradual and sustainable change.

• We aim to cultivate a deeper level of understanding of the interdependence of all living things 

among the next generation – because children will eventually be responsible for a better future.

• We aim to inform consumers about the production processes behind the goods they buy, so that 

each person has the ability to make informed choices.

• We aim to build a network of professionals in Asian societies who have access to best-practice 

knowledge, awareness of global environmental concerns and skills to ensure high quality  

human and animal welfare standards are in place and upheld.
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Children’s education

ACTAsia’s six-year primary school curriculum for elementary education was developed from the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Four Pillars of Education 

and is a foundation course in Learning to Live Together. It supports China’s mandatory curriculum 

for moral education, including social welfare and civic obligations, animal welfare and environmental 

issues, and encourages students to understand the interdependent relationship between all species 

and the wider environment. Our programme has undergone rigorous scientific evaluation, using 

closely matched controls, well-validated instruments and participant analyses. This study is overseen 

independently, and made possible by the support of the Chinese Committee for the Next Generation.

Water
Energy

increase of 
prosocial 
behaviour 

Over

10% decrease of 
disruptive 
behaviour 

17%

5%
Animals

33%
Recycling

8%

11%

We achieved so much for children’s 
education in 2019:

• taught our school curriculum in 20 primary schools and  

13 kindergartens, reaching almost 14,500 children

• hosted community-based courses at three summer camps, adapted from 

our CFL curriculum, reaching 340 children in total

• succeeded in reaching more than 30,000 rural children through online 

lessons, with each lesson reaching around 1,200 classes

• achieved a total reach of 93,000 children since 2012, through 

Caring for Life Education.

10
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Pioneer schools

Ten schools continued as pioneers for CFL Education for children in 2019, incorporating our unique 

approach across the curriculum of science, language, psychology, ethics and law. Communities of 

pioneer schools are changing through inquiry learning and critical thinking advocated by CFL, as  

they become more responsive to the issues caused by commercial exploitation of nature.

Rural reach

Always on our minds and in our hearts is the question of how to reach the 61 million left-behind 

children in rural China, who grow up without the love and support of their parents, sometimes with 

no family at all. We were so pleased to achieve another milestone in 2019 through a joint project with 

the Hu+ Poverty Alleviation Programme in primary schools. Facilitated by technology, it reaches the 

remotest of side-lined children in rural China. Through internet technology, more than 1,200 classes 

were delivered online to 30,000 children. Their teachers stepped in to facilitate activities guided by 

the ACTAsia trainer online, and otherwise would not have been able to participate in CFL Education. 

Evaluation of CFL for children

It’s great when a non-profit uses science to guide its practice. It’s a whole other level 

when a non-profit has the organisational prowess and courage to open up its own 

practices to scientific scrutiny. I have worked in and with several non-profits, and 

none – not even the large nationals in the US – have been able to support research 

on this scale or with this level of quality. ACTAsia has done just that, allowing me to 

conduct large-scale randomised control trials that have found the Caring for Life 

programme for children to be effective.” 

-Dr William Samuels, PhD., City University of New York

Our new two year evaluation from 2017 to 2019 focused on CFL migrant and non-migrant 

schools in Kunshan and Shanghai - migrant schools are for children who have moved from 

rural to urban areas. Results showed a dramatic improvement in environmental attitudes of 

participating children, as well as lower rates of aggression in the classroom and at home; greater 

responsibility for themselves; better understanding of others’ emotions; a growing sense of 

fairness; and motivation to help others. The independent evaluation results conclude that the 

CFL programme can be an effective vehicle to help lower-elementary students develop the 

understanding and behaviours that the programme seeks to affect.

“
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Summer camps

In 2019, we held three summer camps for children during school holidays, focusing on interactive, 

outdoor sessions to complement our formal curriculum. We partnered with SCANIA to help children 

in a third-tier city learn about empathy, as well as road safety. Many children here live in poverty 

without their parents, so lessons which other sections of society take for granted may not be easily 

learnt - whether that be for their own health and safety, their community or the wider natural 

environment. The second camp in Inner-Mongolia helped families learn about the importance of 

protecting the environment, and in Shanghai our veterinary trainers taught children how to care for 

pets and interact safely with animals.

CFL for children in Pakistan

We achieved our first international export of CFL for children, when our curriculum was officially 

approved by the Government of Sindh Education and Literacy Department, for a three-year pilot 

project for primary schools in Sindh Province Pakistan. Our curriculum has been translated and 

teacher training will take place in 2020. This is a triumph for extending our reach through Asia with 

our universally relevant curriculum. We applaud the vision of our partners at the Sindh Education 

Foundation and Join Hands in Pakistan.
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Consumer education

It was a year of sustained influence for ACTAsia’s consumer education programme in China, as we 

extended our reach further than ever. We told the truth about the dangers to public health, animals 

and the environment of commercially exploiting nature for business, where mass production places 

the highest value on profits. 

Our focus was again on our fur-free campaign, reaching the public, the international fur industry 

itself, and laying the groundwork for teachers and students of fashion to learn about humane and 

sustainable alternatives. Our survey revealed how influential the truth can be to consumers, changing 

the minds of fur-wearers through education. More than 50% of participants changed their minds 

after education and pledged to live fur-free. 

17

We achieved so much in 2019 for 
consumer education:

• reached almost 140 million people across 43 cities in China, through more 

than 74,000 LED advertising screens

• held our Fifth International Sustainable Fur-Free Festival in Shanghai and 

reached 37 million people through media reports 

• recruited four new Fur-Free Retailers in China

• published ground-breaking research into China’s fur trade

• hosted our first workshop to map the content for our collaborative Fur-Free 

Fashion Curriculum with LCF (see Professional education)

16
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Our Fifth International Sustainable Fur-Free Festival in Shanghai: 
Compassion in Fashion 

Fur-Free life was at the focus of our fashion festival in October, which attracted more than 300 

guests and reached around 37 million people through the media. Industry experts from the UK, the 

US and Australia gathered together with representatives from the China Textile Industry Association in 

discussion of the current status of sustainable fashion development in China. The event showcased 

the fashion of four international and twelve Chinese fur-free retailers, with influencers and socialites 

owning the catwalk to spread the fur-free message to a wider audience. Industry leaders, celebrities, 

policy makers and the media came together to raise awareness of Compassion in Fashion.

We educate our students about the climate emergency and social and animal justice.  

This includes the stark realities of using fur, as well as about ethical and environmental 

aspects of fashion.”

- Dilys Williams, founder and director of Centre for Sustainable Fashion at LCF

China’s fur trade report 

‘China’s fur trade and its position in the global fur industry’ was the first report to show the true 

picture of the extent of fur farming and consumer purchasing power in China. For the first time, 

statistics from China’s own industry monitoring body were used to reveal the immense scale of 

fur-pelt production in China, and evidence of a thriving industry surprised the rest of the world. 

The report underlined devastating environmental pollution caused by emissions of toxic waste 

into rivers, the tragic health cost to staff of working with carcinogenic toxic chemicals, immense 

animal suffering and the increasing reliance of European and North American fur business 

on China. Since publication, the report has gathered credence in the fur-free movement and 

provided a base for further research.

Highlights from 2019 Compassion in Fashion Forum

The Fashion Forum brought together leading figures from the world of fashion, to explain and 

discuss their position on sustainble and fur-free fashion from three main angles: education, 

fashion business practice and consumption trends. The event took place in support of London 

College of Fashion (LCF), and explored the curriculum for Sustainable Fur Free Fashion soon to 

be launched in 2020. 

Fur Free Retailers 

When promoting compassionate living through Caring for Life, it is important to provide 

alternatives. Every year we promote the importance of sustainable fashion and explain to the 

fashion industry how fur products have a serious impact on human health, cause environmental 

pollution and tremendous suffering to animals, and as a result some join the international Fur 

Free Retailers scheme. 

Four Chinese brands joined this year: Reclothing Bank, FAKE NATOO, ICICLE and Blackhead. All 

committed to sustainable fashion in future, putting the environment, human health and animal 

welfare at the centre of their ethos.

“
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Professional education

Our professional education continued to focus on training veterinarians, school teachers and CFL 

educators. These influential professionals have been helping their students, colleagues and peers to 

develop compassionate and responsible behaviours and practices. We integrated CFL into the school 

curriculum, supporting mandatory moral and quality education, and provided workshops, classroom 

support and lesson plans as guidance. We also work with London College of Fashion to develop 

content for our Fur-Free Fashion Curriculum. With the help of our partners Vets for Compassion 

(VFC), our Train the Trainer (TTT) veterinary programme continued to multiply professional expertise 

through effective peer-to-peer sharing of knowledge. The programmes build a platform for  

sharing best practice in animal welfare standards across China, also promoting human health  

through the control of rabies. Our network of qualified senior vets continues to grow. 

We achieved so much in 2019 for 
professional education:

• hosted our first workshop to map the content for our collaborative Fur-Free 

Fashion Curriculum with London College of Fashion

• celebrated the tenth anniversary of our veterinary training programme

• certified four new veterinary trainers, bringing the total to 18

• trained 260 veterinarians at three Train the Trainer workshops bringing the 

total to 1,500

• held two CPD workshops on cardiorespiratory and emergency and critical 

care

• neutered more than 2,000 dogs through our network of trained vets 

• proudly became Educational Partners with the World Small Animal 

Veterinary Association

• trained more than 900 CFL educators for children through nine workshops 

• reached a total of 3,200 active CFL educators for children

Governmental 
department

Non-profit 
organisations

Professional bodies
and associations 

University/
College

Train the Trainer
Collaboration 
with almost 150 
local stakeholders

Trained more trainers and teachers 
to join the network of professionals 
for sustainable and independent 
national change

20
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Ten years of veterinary training and educational partners with WSAVA

We celebrated ten years of our veterinary programme, and are so appreciative of our veterinarians 

as ambassadors for animal welfare. Over ten years, we brought our programme to 13 cities, held 26 

Train the Trainer and six Continued Professional Development workshops, and certified another four 

Chinese trainers to total 18. Local partnerships were strengthened and new partnerships were borne. 

We introduced new techniques, infection control, pain and anesthesia management, the latest safe 

and effective drugs, and expanded our rabies prevention programme to guard the safety of citizens 

and promoted the emotional needs of animals.

We were delighted when the World Small Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA) invited ACTAsia 

to become educational partners in 2019. In partnership, ACTAsia helps WSAVA to bring professional 

learning resources and expertise into China, while WSAVA provides professional support for ACTAsia’s 

training programmes, improving human and animal health and welfare. 

Three days of training ended successfully! I really appreciate the trainers from ACTAsia. 

They came thousands of miles to Hunan Province just to promote better techniques and 

improve animal welfare because they have love in their hearts.”

- Veterinary trainee

“

Training educators and lecturers for children and students

Over 2019, ACTAsia trained more than 900 CFL Educators for children in nine cities across China. We 

will reach more schools through the coming years, teaching more children to live compassionately 

with greater awareness of environmental concerns and the dangers of exploiting nature.

 

Pilot programme with Suzhou University (SUST)  

Following on from academic collaboration with London College of Fashion, University of London 

and Osler McGovern Centre at Green Templeton College, University of Oxford, we were delighted 

to launch a pilot project with Suzhou University of Science and Technology’s education department. 

Our CFL teacher training programme will be adapted as a course module for student teachers, to 

learn how to teach the interconnected nature of people, animals and the environment in schools 

after graduation. We look forward to formal accreditation in 2020.

Training university lecturers: sustainable, fur-free fashion curriculum 

We held a planning workshop with Shanghai International college of Fashion and Innovation (SCF)  

at Donghua University in October, with nearly 20 representatives from Fashion schools in China, 

Taiwan (China) and Singapore to learn our sustainable fur-free curriculum. We hope the course  

will cultivate the next generation of professional entrepreneurs with a sense of fur-free and 

sustainable development.

Growing professional independence for trained vets

Our veterinary trainers continued to show initiative in 2019 by running vaccination programmes to 

reduce the threat of rabies to people, and improve the health and welfare of companion animals. 

Dr Yin, Head of ACTAsia-VCF China Veterinary Trainers Team, gave free rabies vaccines to 114 cats 

and dogs in her home town in Guangxi Province; and Wei Chang’e, Deputy Team Head, ran four 

veterinary education events for children throughout the year: Children with pets: we are together. 

23
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iCARE

In October 2019, we launched our Caring for Life Academic Research & Education programme 

(iCARE). iCARE is an online platform for all of our education programmes and research projects, 

in collaboration with international universities. It supports a holistic approach in addressing the 

challenges of life and of progress, recognising the interrelationship between people, animals and  

the environment.

 

The launch seminar was held at Oxford University’s Osler-McGovern Centre, in celebration of the life 

of William Osler, one of the greatest physicians in the history of modern medicine. McGovern was 

a philanthropist who was an admirer of Osler. Their mutual interests and concerns in the bedside 

manner of medics and significance of kindness in patient care strike a chord with ACTAsia’s Caring 

for Life Education programmes, placing significance on the immense impact of kindness and the role 

of human relationships in achieving health and happiness.

Critical thinking is not just the task of completing a course, but it is also a long-term 

task of an education system. That’s why Caring for Life Education is important, as it 

is helping teachers to understand the importance of CFL education, how to teach 

it and enable students from an early age to learn new ways of thinking, so they can 

apply it in their daily lives to think critically and form their own view of the world. I 

am very pleased to work with ACTAsia to introduce the course to our university.”

-Professor Hanlin Ma, Suzhou University of Science and Technology

Historically, there has been a distinct lack of communication between science and 

the humanities. Osler was one of the first medical doctors to understand the impact 

of kindness. I am pleased to see ACTAsia launched iCARE in 2019. It has current 

successes in education for humanity in China. Its concern with animal welfare as 

well as human relationships justifies research into the meaning of care and a focus 

on friendship.”

-Professor Terence Ryan, Emeritus Professor at 

Green Templeton College, Oxford University

Our future is judged by the tasks we perform today to uphold the continuity of 

our communities, environment and animal kingdom. Fashion is always pushing for 

the new and innovative. However, the challenge this time is to find newness that 

cares for the world. In collaboration with ACTAsia, we are enacting positive change 

through global citizenship and teaching empathy to change young minds.”

-Dr John Lau, Associate Dean at School of Design and Technology, 

London College of Fashion

WSAVA’s mandate is to raise global veterinary standards to ensure all companion 

animals worldwide receive the care that allows for their optimal health and welfare. 

To assist us in this mission, we partner with established, competent and reputable 

organisations to increase our reach. I applaud ACTAsia for their work with the 

training of veterinarians and the provision of continuing education for the veterinary 

profession in China.”

-Dr Shane Ryan and Dr Siraya Chunekamrai, 

President and Vice-President of the 

World Small Animal Veterinary Association (WSAVA)

“

“

“

“

What our stakeholders said in 2019

25
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Finances
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Global income

Global income and expenditure in US $

Global income

Global expenditure

Global expenditure

200k0 400k 600k

549,350

542,908

1%

77%

9%

5%

9%

29%

10%

48%
12%

Programme - 77%

Fundraising - 5%

Awareness & outreach - 9%

Support & running - 9%

Individuals - 10%

NGO / Trusts & Grants - 48%

Corporate - 12%

Training/Events - 29%

Other - 1%

Finances A gift that works hard for our  
educational programme

2019 has been another year when we were so grateful that our work was funded by 

generous supporters. We are indebted to the philanthropists, foundations, trusts, grants  

and individual donors who are visionaries for long-term social change, sharing our view 

that education is the only way to build compassionate societies. 

Only with your help can we continue to work towards a kinder world where people,  

animals and nature can live together in harmony.

We thank you for your continuing support.
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www.actasia.org  •  info@actasia.org

ACTAsia is registered as a non-profit organisation in the UK, the 
Netherlands, and Australia, with 501(c)3 in the USA. It also has 
offices in China, as well as several international representatives. 
ACTAsia was established in 2006 by an Asian sociologist and an 
Asian veterinarian, with the aim to help Asian cultures evolve into 
caring societies, respecting all forms of life.

© ACTAsia 10.2020


