
Freedom 
Stage 

From thirst, hunger and 
malnutrition  

From discomfort  From pain, injury and 
disease 

From normal behaviour From fear and distress 

Breeding/Rearing 
 

No - inappropriate food 
supply – either too little, or 
too much to fatten them up

No – inappropriate shelter, 
nowhere comfortable to 
rest; humid/hot/cold 
weather conditions cause 
discomfort to animals 
specially with long hair;  

No – inappropriate 
housing causes fighting, 
injuries; inappropriate 
veterinary care for sick 
animals 

No – cannot perform any 
normal behaviour; due to 
the housing condition; 
chained whole day (dog) 

No – group housing 
aggressive dogs attack 
weaker ones 

Capture NA No - nowhere to rest, 
crammed into cages, 
cannot move 

No – catching methods 
cause pain and injury 

No – cannot perform any 
normal behaviour; 
defecate and urinate on 
each other; no way of 
escape 

No – some animals are 
stolen; aggressive 
catching and cramming 
with other animals 

Transport 
 

No – animals are often not 
fed or watered during long 
journeys 

No – crammed into cages, 
no shelter from heat or 
cold, no space to move; 
sometimes stuffed into 
sacks 

No –injuries competing for 
space and air,  diseases 
spread easily in the 
weakened condition of the 
animals; many die on the 
way; sometimes 
transported bound with 
wire 

No – same as above No – taken from familiar 
surroundings and people, 
inability to move, 
surrounded by strange 
animals and people, 
aggression  

Markets No - animals are given the 
minimum to keep them 
alive 

No – crammed in cages No – injuries competing for 
space and air,  diseases 
spread easily in the 
weakened condition of the 
animals 

No – same as above No – same as above 

Holding 
 

No – animals are given the 
minimum to keep them 
alive 

No – crammed into 
restaurant cupboards and 
stacked cages;  no shelter 
from heat or cold, no 
space to move 

No – same as above No – same as above No – same as above 

Slaughter 
 

N/A NA No – animals are not 
stunned before killing; 
some are not totally killed 
before cooking; some are 
killed slowly for more 
‘flavour’; cruel killing 
methods – beating, boiling 
alive, stabbing and 
strangling; bled to death, 
skinned alive 

No No - killing done in front of 
other animals,  or public, 
cruel handling, slow and 
inhumane killing methods, 
eg drowning, beating to 
death 

 


