President Ma Ying-jeou

Office of the President Republic of China (Taiwan) 

No. 122, Sec. 1, Chongqing S. Road 

Zhongzheng District

Taipei City 100

Taiwan (R.O.C.)

Dear Mr. President,

I am appalled by the gruesome images showing the suffering of stray dogs and cats in government run pounds throughout Taiwan. As shown in a recent study by the Environment & Animal Society in Taiwan (EAST), the deplorable housing conditions, the lack of humane catching and the non-existence of medical care ignore all five basic freedoms that are recognised by the World Organisation for Animal Health.
Fifteen years ago, the cruel methods used in Taiwan to deal with stray animals shocked the world and led to national and international protests. The government gained respect by taking measures at that time to change this situation, including the implementation of an Animal Protection Law in 1998, criminal penalties for animal abusers, stricter regulation of pet industries, and the creation of more modernised shelters for stray animals in big cities like Taipei, Taichung and Kaohsiung. 

Unfortunately, the survey by EAST shows that despite the efforts of the government, the handling, housing and treatment of stray animals remain largely barbaric. In addition, the number of stray animals has been increasing over the years. This does not fit in with the civilised, efficient and wealthy society that Taiwan is known to be. 

The recent passing of a resolution by the Legislative Yuan to create a ‘Code of Conduct’ for animal pounds is very welcome as a positive sign from the Taiwanese government to change this situation.
Furthermore, I fully back up EAST in their plea for the authorities to immediately implement the following actions:

· To prioritise animal needs and welfare in the ‘Code of Conduct’ for animal pounds. 
· To set up an animal warden system in each municipality to allow humane management of stray animals. Also, to immediately stop using garbage collectors to catch strays. Stray animals are living creatures, not garbage!

· To tackle the root causes of stray animal issues by strict enforcement of pet industry regulations, including breeding farms, pet traders and pet shops. 
I would greatly appreciate it if you could make it a priority to address these concerns without delay and improve the situation for stray animals, who are also citizens of your country. 

Hoping for your response in this matter,

Yours respectfully,

[Name]

[Country]

